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ILUKA RESOURCES, MINING PERMIT 
Statement by Member for Roleystone 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Roleystone) [12.56 pm]:  The Liberal Party has had a very cosy relationship with Iluka 
Resources, the proponent of the Mundijong mineral sands mine, as demonstrated by a number of decisions by 
Court Government ministers and confirmed by statements made by Liberal members of Parliament since the 
election.  Labor’s election commitment was to implement the recommendations of the Mining Warden’s Court 
in the case of Serpentine-Jarrahdale Ratepayers Association v Iluka Resources.  This commitment was given for 
two simple reasons: first, the Serpentine-Jarrahdale Ratepayers Association and the Shire of Serpentine-
Jarrahdale, as community representatives, requested it; and, secondly, the warden was an independent umpire, 
and Labor accepts the umpire’s decision.  Since the election I and others in government have been lobbied by 
Iluka Resources to break our election commitment and allow mining in the total application area, and by the 
shire and the ratepayers association to disallow all mining.  I have said to Iluka Resources, the shire and the 
ratepayers association that a promise made is a promise kept.  Iluka Resources now understands the 
Government’s determination to honour this promise.  It is in the process of withdrawing its lease application for 
just over half the total application area, including all of M70/999, as recommended by the Mining Warden’s 
Court.  The decision on the remaining section of M70/1000 west of South West Highway will be determined by 
an environmental review and management program assessment by the Environmental Protection Authority, 
which I will argue should be at the highest available level.  The community has serious concerns about the 
possible effects of mining on ground water, dust and other environmental factors.  The process of environmental 
assessment is likely to be lengthy.  I promise to ensure that it is thorough, open and independent.   
 


